
Grade 7 into 8

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick (F) Available at Delsea
From first-time novelist Jordan Sonnenblick, comes a brave and beautiful story that will
make readers laugh and break their hearts at the same time. Thirteen-year-old Steven has a
totally normal life: he plays drums in the All-Star Jazz band, has a crush on the hottest girl
in the school, and is constantly annoyed by his five-year-old brother, Jeffrey. But when
Jeffrey is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven's world is turned upside down. He is forced to
deal with his brother's illness and his parents' attempts to keep the family in one piece.

And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie (F) Available at Delsea
Ten people, each with something to hide and something to fear, are invited to a lonely
mansion on Soldier Island by a host who, surprisingly, fails to appear. On the island they are
cut off from everything but each other and the inescapable shadows of their own past lives.
One by one, the guests share the darkest secrets of their wicked pasts. And one by one, they
start to die . . .

The Pearl by John Steinbeck (F) Available at Delsea
A retelling of an old Mexican folk tale involving the discovery of a great pearl and the
ensuing misfortune of the fisherman who found it. A story of classic simplicity, based on a
Mexican folk tale, The Pearl explores the secrets of man's nature, the darkest depths of evil,
and the luminous possibilities of love.

To Sir, With Love by E.R. Braithwaite (F) Available at Delsea
With opportunities for black men limited in post–World War II London, Rick Braithwaite, a
former Royal Air Force pilot and Cambridge-educated engineer, accepts a teaching position
that puts him in charge of a class of angry, unmotivated, bigoted white teenagers whom the
system has mostly abandoned. When his efforts to reach these troubled students are met
with threats, suspicion, and derision, Braithwaite takes a radical new approach. He will treat
his students as people poised to enter the adult world. He will teach them to respect
themselves and to call him “Sir.” He will open up vistas before them that they never knew
existed; and over the course of a remarkable year, he will touch the lives of his students in
extraordinary ways, even as they in turn, unexpectedly and profoundly, touch his.

Never Cry Wolf by Farley Mowat (F) Available at Delsea
Hordes of bloodthirsty wolves are slaughtering the arctic caribou, and the government's
Wildlife Service assigns naturalist Farely Mowat to investigate. Mowat is dropped alone
onto the frozen tundra, where he begins his mission to live among the howling wolf packs
and study their waves. Contact with his quarry comes quickly, and Mowat discovers not a
den of marauding killers but a courageous family of skillful providers and devoted
protectors of their young. As Mowat comes closer to the wolf world, he comes to fear with
them on onslaught of bounty hunters and government exterminators out to erase the noble
wolf community from the Arctic.
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Notes of a Midnight Driver by Jordan Sonnenblick (F)
16-year-old Alex decides to get even. His parents are separated, his father is dating his
former third-grade teacher, and being 16 isn't easy, especially when it comes to girls. Instead
of revenge though, Alex ends up in trouble with the law and is ordered to do community
service at a senior center where he is assigned to Solomon Lewis, a "difficult" senior with a
lot of gusto, advice for Alex, and a puzzling (yet colorful) Yiddish vocabulary. Eventually,
the pair learn to deal with their past and each other in ways that are humorous, entertaining,
and life changing.

I Am Number Four by Pittacus Lore (F)
Nine of us came here. We look like you. We talk like you. We live among you. But we are
not you. We can do things you dream of doing. We have powers you dream of having. We
are stronger and faster than anything you have ever seen. We are the superheroes you
worship in movies and comic books—but we are real. Our plan was to grow, and train, and
become strong, and become one, and fight them. But they found us and started hunting us
first. Now all of us are running. Spending our lives in shadows, in places where no one
would look, blending in. we have lived among you without you knowing. But they know.
They caught Number One in Malaysia. Number Two in England. And Number Three in
Kenya.  They killed them all. I am Number Four.  I am next.

The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan (F)
After saving Olympus from the evil Titan lord, Kronos, Percy and friends have rebuilt their
beloved Camp Half-Blood, where the next generation of demigods must now prepare for a
chilling prophecy of their own: Seven half-bloods shall answer the call, to storm or fire the
world must fall. An oath to keep with a final breath, and foes bear arms to the Doors of
Death. Now, in a brand-new series from blockbuster best-selling author Rick Riordan, fans
return to the world of Camp Half-Blood. Here, a new group of heroes will inherit a quest.
But to survive the journey, they'll need the help of some familiar demigods.

Stuck in Neutral by Terry Trueman (F)
Shawn McDaniel's life is not what it may seem to anyone looking at him. He is glued to his
wheelchair, unable to voluntarily move a muscle—he can't even move his eyes. For all
Shawn's father knows, his son may be suffering. Shawn may want a release. And as long as
he is unable to communicate his true feelings to his father, Shawn's life is in danger.
To the world, Shawn's senses seem dead. Within these pages, however, we meet a side of
him that no one else has seen—a spirit that is rich beyond imagining, breathing life.

13 Little Blue Envelopes by Maureen Johnson (F)
Inside little blue envelope 1 are $1,000 and instructions to buy a plane ticket. In envelope 2
are directions to a specific London flat. The note in envelope 3 tells Ginny: Find a starving
artist. Because of envelope 4, Ginny and a playwright/thief/ bloke–about–town called Keith
go to Scotland together, with somewhat disastrous–though utterly romantic–results. But will
she ever see him again? Everything about Ginny will change this summer, and it's all
because of the 13 little blue envelopes.
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Carmen by Walter Dean Myers and Ross Workman (F)
Into the summer heat of New York’s Spanish Harlem strides Carmen, a chica who is as hot
as the sizzling city streets. When she first meets José, she falls for him hard. He’s not like
the gansta types she knows—tipo duros who are tough, who think they are players. But José
has a quick temper, and he likes to get his own way. And nobody gets in Carmen’s way.
When Escamillo rolls into town, everyone takes notice of the Latino Jay-Z—a
quadruple-threat singer/rapper/producer/businessman. But he only notices one
person—Carmen. And Carmen has given up on José—he’s not going to get her out of her
tough neighborhood, el barrio, and into the action. Escamillo will. But José won’t let that
happen. Passion, love, and betrayal explode into tragedy in this modern retelling of an
enduring love story.

Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham (F)
A perfect murder. A faceless witness. A lone courtroom champion knows the whole truth . .
. and he’s only thirteen years old. Meet Theodore Boone. In the small city of Strattenburg,
there are many lawyers, and though he’s only thirteen years old, Theo Boone thinks he’s
one of them. Theo knows every judge, policeman, court clerk—and a lot about the law. He
dreams of being a great trial lawyer, of a life in the courtroom. But Theo finds himself in
court much sooner than expected. Because he knows so much—maybe too much—he is
suddenly dragged into the middle of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is
about to go free, and only Theo knows the truth. The stakes are high, but Theo won’t stop
until justice is served. Brimming with the intrigue and suspense that made John Grisham a
#1 international bestseller and the undisputed master of the legal thriller, Theodore Boone:
Kid Lawyer will keep readers guessing and pages turning.

All Creatures Great & Small by James Herriot (NF) Available at Delsea
Take an unforgettable journey through the English countryside and into the homes of its
inhabitants-- four-legged and otherwise-- with the world's best-loved animal doctor. For
over 25 years-- since All Creatures Great and Small was first published-- readers have
delighted in the storytelling genius of James Herriot, the Yorkshire veterinarian whose
fascinating vignettes brim with the wonder of life, animal and human. Whether struggling
mightily to position a calf for birthing, or comforting a lonely old man whose beloved dog
and only companion has died, Herriot's heartwarming and often hilarious stories of his first
years as a country vet perfectly depict the wonderful relationship between man and animal--
and they intimately portray a man whose humor, compassion, and love of life are truly
inspiring.

Eden’s Outcast by John Matteson (NF)
Louisa May Alcott's name is known universally. Yet, during her youth, the famous Alcott
was her father, Bronson—an eminent teacher, lecturer, and admired friend of Emerson and
Thoreau. Willful and exuberant, Louisa flew in the face of all her father's intricate theories
of child rearing. She, in turn, could not understand the frugal life Bronson preached, one
that reached its epitome in the failed utopian community of Fruitlands. In a family that
insisted on self-denial and spiritual striving, Louisa dreamed of wealth and fame. At the
same time, like most daughters, she wanted her father's approval. As her father struggled to
recover from a breakdown and slowly resurrect his career, Louisa learned to support her
family, teaching if she must, but finally finding her vocation in writing. This story of their
tense yet loving relationship adds dimensions to Louisa's life, her work, and the
relationships of fathers and daughters.
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*Available at Delsea indicates that students may borrow a copy from the Delsea HS/MS Media Centers.

**F=Fiction

**NF=Nonfiction
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